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than intelligence to a greater extent than do differences in
heredity.
Dunlap has concisely and clearly expressed the interrela-
tion between heredity and environment:
Nature and nurture are mutually inclusive. Hereditary tendencies
are not absolute, but are relative lo the environment, and are
capable of formulation only in terms of the environment. Environ-
mental influences, on the other hand, operate only on hereditary
tendencies.12
The ratio of hereditary to environmental influences prob-
ably does not remain constant during childhood. Accord-
ingly, the level of development reached should be taken
into consideration in any discussion of the nature-nurture
question. Heredity might be expected to play a larger part
in the development of simple, elementary mental functions
while environment appears to exert a greater influence on
more complex verbal aspects of intelligence. In every re-
spect, however, there is great diversity of growth pattern.
PRACTICAL    APPLICATIONS
There are many practical applications of the scientific
facts regarding inheritance. The choice of a mate who is
healthy and intelligent and whose ancestors and relatives
have attained some degree of eminence increases the chances
of giving birth to superior children. Men do not "gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles/' It is true, to be sure,
that human beings are not "wholly grapes or wholly
thistles." They represent a complex combination of poten-
tialities. A child of genius may come froth an obscure or
even a disreputable family. But why take a chance when
choice is possible? Love is not antagonistic to such qualities
as health, quickness to profit by experience, sagacity in meet-
ing new situations, and achievement up to the limit of one's
educational opportunities.
Eugfenists hope to improve the race by promoting a better
selection of mates — by seeing that the right children are
12 Knight Dunlap, "Psychological Hypotheses Concerning the Functions
of the Brain," The Scientific Monthly, XXXI (August, 1930), 104.

